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No. 2000-379779 
12/7/2005 

Hiroshi Fukumura 33 08 2G0 0 
Mr. Yasuo Sakuta 
Patent Law Section 29(1),- 
Patent Law Section 29(2), 
Patent Law Section 29bis, 
Patent Law Section 36, and 
Patent Law Section 37 



This application should be refused for the reasons 
mentioned below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reasons, such argument should be submitted within 6 0 days from 
the date on which this notification was dispatched. 



Reasons 



1. This application does not comply with the requirements under 
the Patent Law Section 37 on the points mentioned below. 
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Note 

The problem to be solved of the inventions (invention A) 
described in the claims 1-6 and 8-11 is to improve viewability 
of motion pictures and still pictures, the pr.oblem to be solved 
of the inventions (invention B) described in the claims 7 and 
14-17 is to control brightness, and the problem to be solved 
of the inventions (invention C) described in claims 12 and 13 
is to set gray scale characteristics in the liquid crystal display 
apparatus . 

Thus, each problem of the inventions A, B, and C is not 
the same; therefore those inventions do not comply with the 
requirements under Patent Law Section 37 (i). 

Also, each substantial part of the inventions A, B, and 
C is not the same; therefore those inventions do not comply with 
the requirements under Patent Law Section 37 (ii). 

Further, those inventions do not comply with any of the 
requirements under Patent Law Section 37(iii), (iv) and (v) . 

Since the subject application does not comply with the 
requirements under Patent Law Section 37, the inventions other 
than the invention A (inventions described in claims 1-6 and 
8-11) have not been examined as to the requirements such as novelty 
and inventive steps . 

2. The inventions in the claims mentioned below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under Patent Law 
Section 29(1) (iii) since they were the ones described in 
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distributed publications mentioned below or made available to 
the public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan 
or elsewhere prior to the filing of the subject application. 

3. The inventions in the claims mentioned below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under Patent Law 
Section 29 (2) since they could have easily been made by persons 
who have common knowledge in the technical field which the 
inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions described 
in distributed publications mentioned below or made available 
to the public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan 
or elsewhere prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 

* Claim 1 

* Cited documents: 1, 2 or 3 

* Reasons 2,3 

* Remark 

With regard to control of a backlight source of the liquid 
crystal display apparatus, it is a matter described in the cited 
documents 1-3 to control the brightness of light supplied from 
the backlight source by performing pulse-width modulation 
according to displayed data. 

* Claims 2-4, 8 

* Cited documents: 1, 4 
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* Reason 3 

* Remark 

Described in the cited document 1 is a liquid crystal 
display apparatus having a motion-picture detection circuit 60 
to determine whether a picture is a motion picture or a still 
picture, wherein a backlight source is impulse-driven in the 
case of a motion picture and the backlight source is hold-driven 
in the case of a still picture (See paragraphs [0049] to [0051] 
and Fig. 12) . 

In the cited document 4, a method of controlling ON and 
OFF of a backlight source within one frame period to improve 
viewability of motion pictures is described (See Fig. 7 (f ) and 
explanation thereof) . 

Inboth the cited documents 1 and 4 , the non-lighting period 
of the backlight source is provided to improve viewability of 
motion pictures in the liquid crystal display apparatus. 
Therefore, a person skilled in the art could have easily applied 
rectangular waveforms of the cited document 4 to impulse -driven 
waveforms of the backlight source of the invention described 
in the cited document 1 . 

In this regard, how a time ratio is set with respect to 
brightness of light emitted from the backlight source is a matter 
to be appropriately designed by a person skilled in the art based 
on a desired motion picture quality and brightness. 

* Claims 5,6 

* Cited documents:, 1, 4, 5 
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* Reason 3 

* Remark 

In the cited document 5 , a method to locally detect movement 
directions and movement quantities of images in each block is 
described (See paragraph [0074] ) . 

* Claims 9-11 

* Cited documents: 1, 4-6 

* Reason 3 

* Remark 

In the cited document 6 , there is described a liquid crystal 
display apparatus having a plural i ty of backl ight sources wherein 
a mot ion picture quality is improved by so -called black- insertion 
driving each of the backlight sources (See Figs. 1, 2 and 
explanation thereof) . 

4. The inventions in the claims mentioned below of the subject 
application should hot be granted a patent under Patent Law 
Section 29bis since they are identical with inventions described 
in the specifications or drawings originally attached to the 
request of the application for patent registration mentioned 
below, which were filed prior to the filing date of the subject 
application and were laid-open (Kokai) after the filing of the 
subject application, the inventor of the subject application 
is not identical with the inventor who has made said inventions, 
and the applicant of the subj ect application is also not identical 
with the applicant of said application for patent registration 



at the time of filing of the subject application. 



Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 

* Claims 1, 2, 4, 8 

* Cited document: 7 

* Remark 

See paragraph [0054] and Fig. 2 

List of Cited Documents 
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19487/2000 
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No. 


231832/1999 


6 . 
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-A 


No. 


202285/1999 



7. Patent Application No. 2001-111918 
(JP-A No. 72988/2002) 

5 . In this application, what are described in claims do not comply 
with the requirements under Patent Law Section 3 6(6) (ii) on the 
points mentioned below. 

Note 

(1) The description "the time period for emitting said first 
brightness of light is longer than the time period for emitting 



the second brightness of light" in claim 2 is inconsistent with 
the description "the time ratio of emitting said first brightness 
of light in said cycle is made smaller than 50% when said displayed 
data is a motion picture, " which makes the invention unclear 
(Brightness in " first brightness of light 11 and " secondbrightness 
of light" should be defined) . 

(2) The technical meaning of the "blink waveform" described in 
claim 15 is unclear. 



Record of the result of prior art search 
Technical field to be searched 
Int. Cl(7): G09G 3/00-3/38 

G02F 1/133 505-580 

Prior art documents 

1. JP-A No. 195695/2000 

2. JP-A No. 148808/1998 

3. JP-A No. 200063/2000 

This record is not a component of the reasons for refusal 



If you have any questions about the contents of the 
notification of reasons for refusal or wish to undergo an 
interview, please direct inquiries to: 
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Hiroshi' Fukumura 

Nano- Physics Div. 

1st Patent Examination Dept . 

Tel: (03) 3581-1101 ext. 3225 

Fax: (03) 3592-8858 



